Bay Area soccer round up: NASL cast cloud
over Deltas’ future?
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NASL CAST CLOUD OVER DELTAS’ FUTURE?

Ever since Sports lllustrated reported Wednesday about a major I
shakeup in the North American Soccer League, the reverberations have
been felt from New York to San Francisco.

The report indicated two clubs, the Ottawa Fury and the Tampa Bay
Rowdies seemed destine to move to the United Soccer League, while
another two, the Fort Lauderdale Strikers and Rayo OKC were shown to
be in financial trouble. All this on the heels of Minnesota United's move to
MLS, has resulted in speculation that the league might not survive.

All this has led local soccer fans to wonder what this means for the San Francisco Deltas, who are expected to begin NASL
play in 2017. Ricardo Stanford-GGeromel the Deltas’ Director of Community Outreach, previously worked for the Fort
Lauderdale Strikers, and helped bring together the club’s current ownership, the same group who recently stopped funding
the team and reportedly put them up for sale.

We reached out to the club and Deltas’ CEO, Brian Helmick released this statement:
We have a core group of strong owners and there is a lot of potential.

| believe there are things the league should have done differently in the past and we're actually really focused on getting
aligned around our vision and what are the affernatives in the future. Expect to see differences in how we operate.

In fact, next week we are getting together for our first ever League Summit. We've been working on putting this Summit
together for over a month with an incredible group of consulfants that have worked with companies like Apple, Facebook, and
Google.

Cur focus will be on the future path and how we can do what is best for fans, players, and the sport in the US in general. We
want fo do it in a collaborative way with the USSFE MLS, and USL. In my humble opinion, we all love this sport and there are
lots of opportunities to collaborate.

We have a solid core group of owners and I'm confident in the exciting things that will be ahead.

Since the news hit, social media has been rife with idle speculation. One representative of another Bay Area team,
indecorously suggested that Deltas’ investors should be very worried. I

However, should the NASL indeed fold, the club 1s not without options. A move to the United Soccer League (USL) would set
the stage for a great San Francisco-Sacramento rivalry with the Republic.

But at press time, the NASL was still standing, and the Deltas are moving forward. Our meetings with Helmick and Stanford-
eromel, reveal them to be bright and capable individuals, so we wouldn't count the Deltas or the NASL out just yet. -

San Francisco Deltas I

REPUBLIC FC HOST USL PLAYOFF MATCH

speaking of the Sacramento Republic, they'll host a first round, USL playoff match at Bonney Field on
October 15t The club clinched the home match with Saturday’s draw against rival LA Galaxy Il. The
club is 13-6-10 with 49 points and sit in second place in the USL Western Conference behind Colorado
Springs Switchbacks FC.

Their opponent will not be determined until the conclusion of the regular season. The Republic have
one more regular season match this weekend, away at the Tusla Roughnecks FC. Tickets for the
playoff match went on sale earlier this week.

Sacramento Republic FC

SF SPIKES HOLD 4™ ANNUAL FOLSOM STREET TOURNEY

The San Francisco Spikes Soccer Club is hosting their 4th Annual Folsom Weekend Soccer
Tournament, September 23-25, to coincide with the Folsom Street Fair.

It's a full weekend of events, which include get-togethers at HiTops, Oasis, F&, and of course, an
indoor soccer tournament at Bladium Sports Arena in Alameda.

CUGRIKES

Originally founded to play in the inaugural Gay Games in 1982, the San Francisco Spikes are a non-

profit whose stated mission is to “create a healthy, affordable and supportive environment for our
members to play soccer at all levels, participate in gay social causes and events, build community, and have fun.” Anyone,
regardless of skill-level, gender or identity 1s welcome.

San Francisco Spikes’ Folsom Weekend Tournament

QUAKES HOST SPORTING KC SATURDAY

The 5an Jose Earthquakes host Western Conference side, Sporting KC on Saturday at Avaya Stadium.
Kansas City currently holds the sixth and final postseason spot in the West, while Earthquakes sit in ninth
place, six points below the red line.

The Quakes desperately need points to keep their playoff dreams alive, while Sporting KC 1s mired in a
winless road streak. San Jose will have a modicum of confidence going into the match, as they have not
lost at home to Sporting Kansas City since Aug. 16, 2000, with an 11-0-5 record with eight shutouts at
home against KC durning that penod.

San Jose Earthquakes v Sporting KC
Saturday, September 24, 2016 - 7:30PM
Watch this match LIVE at Avaya Stadium.
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S FG AT E MEWS SPORTS LOCAL CULTURE COMMUTING FOOD + DRINK TRAVEL



